
 Students from the Charleston and Winthrop 

Wesley Foundations gathered for their 10th annual 

Charleston Mission Weekend.  This year for the 

first time the students gathered not at the United 

Methodist Relief Center, which closed earlier this 

year, but at Rural Mission, Inc. in Johns Island, SC.   

 One of the students on the trip, Jon Hoin, a   

senior at Winthrop from Blythewood, did his     

Students in Mission (SIM) summer experience at 

Rural Mission and he was excited to come back and 

work with such a great ministry.  Hoin says, òBeing 

at Rural Mission again and going on the retreat was 

an awesome experience. We had so much fun on 

Johns Island working with Charleston Wesley on 

several projects and two houses.  Rural Mission is 

such a meaningful and important ministry to the 

people in these communities, and itõs powerful to 

be apart of that.ó 

 Students worked at the homes of two families 

painting and sanding, as well as picking up         

materials in other places in the community.  Carly 

Lewis, a sophomore at Winthrop from Conway, 

says, òMy favorite part was getting to be a part of 

something much bigger than myself. It makes me 

feel like I am not wasting time focusing on myself, 

but I can help others instead. Itõs important for me 

to serve because thatõs what Jesus did and I want to 

follow his example.ó 

Senior at The Citadel, Drew Storck echoes 

these sentiments when he says, "This being my 

fourth Charleston Mission Weekend, I was really 

excited. I feel like every year I get to see more and 

more of God's awesomeness and show the people 

of the community how much God loves them and 

that we as followers of Christ can use this as a    

perfect time to exemplify Godõs love to others."  

 Part of the joy of the trip is the friendships that 

are built between the students from the different 

campus ministries.  David Mackay, a freshman at 

Winthrop, says òWorking and meeting the 

Charleston Wesley group was a blast!  It was  
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òMy favorite part was getting to be a part of 
something much bigger than myself.  It makes 
me feel like I am not wasting time focusing on 
myself, but I can help others instead.  Itõs im-
portant for me to serve because thatõs what Jesus 
did and I want to follow his example.ó 
 
-  Cˉʿ˗ʦ Lˏ˦iʟ, S˛ʽh˛m˛ɼʍ ˑr˛ʗ C˛˚wˉʦ,  SC 



Rural Mission Weekend Continued...  
awesome to get to know other Christians and to work 

alongside them.ó 

 While at Rural Mission, Derik Pack, the Board 

Chair of Charleston Wesley, created a podcast of some 

of the students talking about their experience on the 

mission weekend and at Wesley.  Lewis says of her time 

in campus ministry, òWesley is my home away from 

home because the people are warm and welcoming and 

they truly care about our wellbeing as college students. 

They give us a place to come and relax and we can give 

back while having fun! I love it!!ó  The youtube video of 

some of these interviews and pictures can be found at 

http://youtu.be/KW7MK8kmuu0.   
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Night of Joy ConcertñFLORIDA ROAD TRIP! 
 This semester Winthrop Wesley did 

something different for their annual 
Fall Retreat.  At the end of last semes-

ter when students were planning for 

the Fall, someone brought up that the 
best way to get to know one another 

is by riding in a van together as a  
captive audience for several hours, so 

the group decided to go to Night of 
Joy in Florida. 

 Senior Jon Hoin says, ñWe had so 
much fun on the Florida trip! It was 

awesome to hang out with the new members of Wesley and have a time of fellow-
ship and fun.ò  The retreat consisted of staying at Gator Wesley in Gainesville and 

then going to the Night of Joy Christian concerts at Disney World in Orlando.  

 Freshman Kelsey Swatzyna says of the trip, ñThis was my first trip with the     
Winthrop Wesley crew, and I loved spending time and getting to meet new people.  

Disney was ten times better with Christian music playing throughout the park! έ 

 Part of the fun was not just getting to know each other better, but also getting 

to see another campus ministry.  ñThe Florida trip was awesome.  I really liked   

getting to hang out with our counterparts at the Gator Wesley and getting to see 

where they worship and fellowship.ò 

Freshman Brianna Murray from 

Charleston, with her amazing guide 

dog Lacey.  Lacey loved the rides! 

http://youtu.be/KW7MK8kmuu0


The Amelia Wideman Brockwell Scholarship 

Volume 6 Issue 1 
Page 3 

 The Winthrop     
Wesley Foundation is 
proud to announce The 
Amelia Wideman   
Brockwell Scholarship 
winner is Colleen Rice, 
a Voice and Political 
Science major at     Win-
throp University. 

The Amelia 
Wideman Brockwell 
Scholarship comes from 
Charles & Mary Ann 
Brockwell, Sara &    
Buddy Mallory, and 
Nancy & Ron Shumak-
er.  It honors 
the memory of Charles, Sara, and Nancy's mother in what 
would have been her centennial year.  She lived from 
1911 - 1986.  Amelia was a fourth generation            
Methodist from a St. Paul Methodist Church family in 
Plum Branch, SC.  As a child she learned to play the    
piano and was discovered to have a superior soprano 
voice.  She entered Winthrop College in fall 1929 as a 
music major, but the Great Depression forced her to    
return home after one semester.  She married Rev.     
Wilbur Brockwell in 1934 and, except for 1942-45 when 
he was a U. S. Army Air Corps chaplain, they served with 
South Carolina United Methodist churches for forty-four 
years.  Their appointments were in Greenwood,            
Newberry, Columbia, Greenville, Greer, Graniteville, Fort 
Mill, Heath Springs, Pageland, and Johnsonville.        

Amelia's ministry was vibrant as a pastor's wife 
and confidante, mother and mentor, choir member,     
soloist, youth teacher, and District United Methodist 
Women officer.  
 The givers of this scholarship are Dr. Charles W. 
Brockwell, Jr., Professor of History Emeritus, University of 

Louisville, Pastor 
Emeritus, Fourth 
Avenue United 
Methodist 
Church, 
and Adjunct     
Professor of   
Methodist Stud-
ies, Louisville 
Presbyterian 
Theological 
Seminary in 

Lousiville, KY, Sara B. Mallory who is retired from Old 
Dominion University, Norfolk, VA where she was a mem-
ber of the faculty of Education, and Nancy D. Shumaker, 
Canon for Children's Ministry of the Diocese of Arizona, 
The Episcopal Church. 
 Colleen, whose home church is Herndon UMC in 
Herndon, Virginia, is highly involved on campus.  Sheôs a 
member of the Winthrop University Honors Association,   

Colleen Rice singing in the DiGiorgio Student 

Center. 

Pi Gamma Mu Honor Society, Golden Key Honor Society 
Winthrop Chorale, and served as an Orientation Leader and 
Peer Mentor at Winthrop this year.  Rice says, ñI am beyond 
honored to have been awarded the Amelia     Wideman 
Brockwell Scholarship! The past year and a half, though 
wonderful, have been very tight ýnancially and this has 
been a huge blessing in both my checkbook and my mental 
health. I look forward to the opportunities this will give me to 
more fully devote myself  to my studies and campus.ò 
 Rice is a highly motivated student who works hard     
inside and outside the classroom.  She says, ñIôm always 
terribly busy at school, but I would have it no other way. I 
take an average of ten classes a semester with lots of    
ensembles, honors classes, and core classes for both    
vocal music and political science. Aside from classes, I   
perform publicly around 5-10 times a semester, whether it 
be with an ensemble or solo repertoire for an open mic 
hosted by the student union. Iôm most excited for next Fall 
when Iôll be giving a senior recital with all Broadway music!ò 
 Her voice professor at Winthrop, John Fowler has noth-
ing but praise to offer in recommending her for this scholar-
ship.  ñColleen has studied with me for the past two years 
and during that time has shown remarkable technical and 
artistic progress.  She has sung in numerous productions on 
campus at Winthrop and worked with groups outside the 
community whenever possible.  The high point of her off-
campus work was the Title role in the Troy United        
Methodists Music Academy production of Amahl and the 
Night Visitors in December of 2010.  This support from the 
Brockwell family would greatly make it possible for Colleen 
to continue studying her repertoire intensively while finishing 
her degree here at Winthrop University.ò 
 The Winthrop Wesley Foundation was honored to be a 
part of this process and gives thanks for the legacy of   
Amelia Wideman Brockwell, the generosity of her children, 
and the celebration of gifts in one of our United Methodist 
students. 

Colleen directing a choir. 

Every Thursday Night is Game Night 
Brought to you by: Andrew Wilson 

Andrew Wilson has brought games that he learned at Project 

Transformation in Dallas, TX this summer, back to Wesley. Each 

Thursday, we play a  ridiculous game. Here we are playing our 

favorite: Human Foosball! These games bring all different people 

and groups together in fellowship. 
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Part of  Our Hearts are in Nicaragua  

 In August The Winthrop Wesley Foundation 
packed their bags for an eight day trip to Nicaragua.  
Only four of the sixteen had ever been to Nicaragua 
and many of the travelers had never flown much less 
left the United States.  Winthrop Wesley has taken 8 
trips to the Center for Development in Central    
America since they first began visiting in 1997.    
Countless students have seen Ciudad Sandino, the 
community where the CDCA is located, grow and 
change over the years.  Ciudad Sandino is the most 
densely populated area of Nicaragua with over 7,700 
people per square mile and itõs the poorest urban area 
in Nicaragua with an estimated 80% of the population 
lacking formal employment and many living on less 
than a dollar a day.   
 Erica Oliveira, an intern at The Winthrop Wesley 
Foundation, says, òI was one of the newbies on the 
trip.  Having been apart of Wesley I had heard and 
seen photos of the trip in years past, however nothing  

could compare to the experience of being there.  
While we did a lot of intense work at the CDCA, we 
also did a lot of learning about the history of          
Nicaragua and our part as Americans in it.  Eye-
opening doesnõt even begin to explain how we all felt 
about the trip.  What struck many students, and my-
self, was the people of Nicaragua.ó 

 Nicaragua is home to the largest dump in Central 
America.  There is garbage as far as the eye can see.  
Many families live in this dump.  Theyõve created 
little plastic and tarp huts inside the dump where 
they reside with their family.  We visited what was 
originally a feeding center turned daycare inside the 
dump.  They provide children with tutoring and food 
during  the day while their parents sort through the 
trash trying to find recyclables to resell.   One of our 
students, Jordan Clark from Spartanburg, SC, took 
special notice of the kids at the center. 
 Clark says, òThough it saddened my heart to see 
the conditions that these people live in, it amazed me 
how happy they are.  Nicaragua has truly reached in 
my heart and made me realize that no materialistic 
lifestyle has to be the pathway to happiness.  I have 
seen everything from kids filling dirty water into a 
hole at the dump and swimming in it, to naked chil-
dren running around and playing.  But every child 
enjoys waving and smiling and it brings a new sense 
of joy and respect in my heart.ó  
 Students woke up early and prepared for another 
hard day of work.  They worked on making          
adoquines or paving stones by hand, helped repair a 
sidewalk at the clinic, finished a hole for an incinera-
tor, and flattened out and prepared the entry to the 
CDCA.  There was lots of digging and brick making.  
Some of the students also had the opportunity to 
work with dentist, Dirk Anderson from St. Johnõs 
United Methodist Church in Rock Hill.  
  

Ȱ.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÈÁÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ 
ÍÁÄÅ ÍÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅ ÈÁÓ 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÈ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓȢ  ) ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ    
ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ËÉÄÓ ǢÌÌÉÎÇ ÄÉÒÔÙ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÈÏÌÅ 
ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÍÐ ÁÎÄ Ó×ÉÍÍÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÉÔȟ ÔÏ ÎÁËÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 
ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇȢ  "ÕÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÈÉÌÄ     
ÅÎÊÏÙÓ ×ÁÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÍÉÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ Á ÎÅ× 
ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÊÏÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔȢȱ 
 

-  J˛rdˉʘ Clˉʿʔ, S˛ʽh˛m˛ɼʍ ˑr˛ʗ Spʆᴋˉʹˋˤrʐ, SC 
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You Canõt Go and Not Be Changed 
 Adrienne Chlumsky from Maryland says about 
the trip and the work, òBeing in Nicaragua a second 
time has really helped me enjoy the trip a lot more, I 
feel like I had more of a feel for what I was doing and 
I understood more of the country and itõs                 
circumstances.  We had a great team this year and 
everyone worked together so well!  We fixed the    
entry gate road to the community where we stayed, 
which had a large ditch in it (probably a foot deep).  It 
was exhausting, but in the end, I knew that it would 
be extremely rewarding to see the difference it would 
make.ó 
 Sometimes itõs hard to put experience into words.  
Mary Stevenson from Spartanburg says, òI donõt 
think Iõve ever been changed so much by a trip.  How 
to explain it?  It was fun, life -changing, eye-opening, 
heart-breaking, sweaty, and exhausting.  You canõt go 
and not be changed.ó Students that have attended 
these trips over the years tend to carry pieces of     
Nicaragua with them wherever they go.  

 Andrew Wilson from Greenwood talks about all 
that he learned on the trip to Nicaragua, òNot only 
have I seen the beauty in nature, but I have seen it in 
the people.  In the way they trust, in the way they 
dream, and most importantly in the way they show 
love.  They showed this gringo a lot of love.  They 
also shared their amazing stories with me, which 
gave me a perspective that I wouldnõt be able to get in 
the United States.  All in all, it was an amazing trip, 
and I want to sum up my experience with this final 
ideaé  Learn to appreciate beauty in all forms,       
because God doesnõt always show up in a beautiful 
mountainside or in an elderly Nicaraguan woman 
with three teeth, but God is always around.  All we 
have to do is look.ó   
 For more information about Winthrop Wesleyõs 
trip check out some of the studentsõ blog reflections at 
www.wuwesley.wordpress.com .   The students are 
looking forward to returning in August of 2012.  

Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË )ȭÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÓÏ 
ÍÕÃÈ ÂÙ Á ÔÒÉÐȢ  (Ï× ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÉÔȩ  )Ô ×ÁÓ 
ÆÕÎȟ ÌÉÆÅ-ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇȟ ÅÙÅ-ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇȟ ÈÅÁÒÔ-
ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇȟ Ó×ÅÁÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÅØÈÁÕÓÔÉÎÇȢ  9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ 
ÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȢȱ 
 
-  Mˉˠʦ Sɾˏʁˏns˛ʘ, Jˤ˚i˛ʞ ˑr˛ʗ Spʆᴋˉʹˋˤrʐ, SC 

http://www.wuwesley.wordpress.com
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12 Days of Winthrop Christmas 

 You may ask, whatôs so important about Explora-

tion? Well for one thing everyone on the trip got to em-

brace there inner child again (though one might argue  

Winthrop Wesley never really takes breaks from the 

innocence of their inner children) on the biggest most 

awesome playground ever! For those who donôt know, 

we went to the City Museum on the second day of the 

event. Itôs quite literally a giant playground for people 

over three feet tall, and needless to say everyone took 

advantage of the opportunity. We also spent some other 

time site seeing around the St. Louis Arch which was 

nicely adjacent to our hotel. Now then on to the more 

serious things. Though, I should take a moment to    

observe, that having fun is very serious business if one 

wishes to stay happy and healthy. Regardless the 

weekend was about more than just acting like tourists 

around the city. The Exploration event is very much 

centered around encouraging young adults to ascertain 

and explore their calling in life with a special focus on 

those interested in ordained ministry, and we definitely 

took the time to do just that. Most of the weekend was 

given over to reflection in one form or another. We were 

placed in to small groups with current seminary        

students, and we spent the time discussing our own 

personal callings in life or lack thereof. 

 I think the biggest impact of those small groups 

came for me when the group leader asked a very     

simple question. The topic at the time was compassion, 

and the leader pointed out that empathy is a key com-

ponent of compassion.  Empathy in fact means walking 

in someone elseôs shoes. So how can a person walk in 

someone elseôs shoes if they donôt know what is in their 

own?  He asked that question the first night, and I  

believe I spent more 

of the weekend   

considering that 

than anything else. 

After all, what goes 

in shoes besides 

feet? I personally 

think I have my   

answer to the   

question, but the 

reason I tell that  

story is to bring up a 

point about how we relate to other people. So much of the 

communication between two people is based on each indi-

vidual personôs prior experiences that self awareness can 

matter a great deal with regards to how any one of us is able 

to attempt to communicate with other people. More self 

awareness means better communication, and when we com-

municate well with the people we reach out to our ministry is 

fleshed out into something life changing. When people com-

municate with each other in real, vulnerable, honest, deep 

and loving ways we can see the Holy Spirit moving in the 

world.  So for me, Exploration was really an opportunity to do 

some serious exploration deep down and try to answer those 

big questions that brought me there in the first place. Before 

going to the event, I was pretty sure that I was going to semi-

nary, but now I can better articulate the way, and I feel like 

that level of personal reflection bettered me as an individual. 

I might even recommend reflecting like that to other people. 

Actually go ahead and consider this an endorsement to hang 

out and just think in silence for a while. 
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Written by Ashley Warren at last yearôs Wesley Christmas Party 
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